2025 Fee Information for Families
Fees — Free Kinder policy (Attachment 1)

1. General information

Kindergarten programs for four-year-old and eligible three-year-old children in Victorian Government
funded services will be free as part of the Best Start, Best Life reform.

This investment will save families up to $2,627 for each child enrolled in a participating funded
kindergarten program.

DE also provides funding to assist eligible three-year-old Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, and
children known to Child Protection, to access kindergarten programs.

Operation hours Term Dates
Session Days and Times Amber Group (3 year old kinder):

Thursday 8.30am —4.00pm
Cherry Group (4 year old kinder):
Monday 8.30am — 4.00pm
Tuesday 8.30am — 4.00pm
Yellow Group (4 year old kinder)
Wednesday 8.30am — 4.00pm
Friday 8.30am —4.00pm

Term 1 Wednesday 29/1 - Friday 4/4
Organisational Days and Starting Dates for children to be
advised

Term 2 Tuesday 22/4 — Friday 4/7

Professional Development Day closure — Friday 30" May
Term 3 Mon 21/7 — Friday 19/9

Professional Development Day Closure - to be advised
Term 4 Mon 6/10 — Thursday 18/12

Closure for Organisational Day - Friday 19/12
Planned Closures To be advised (as above)

Additional Hours account for closure Not Applicable

2. What Free Kinder means at our service
Progress Kindergarten has opted in to the Free Kinder initiative. Applicable parent fees are outlined below:

o Funded sessional kindergarten for 3-year-old children (7.5 hours per week) — no parent fee
o Funded sessional kindergarten for 4-year-old children (15 hours per week) - no parent fee
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3. Other charges
Other charges levied by Progress Kindergarten include:

e Excursion/service event charge (outside of the weekly program): At times throughout the year an
additional excursion(s) or event(s) may be arranged where it is considered relevant to the service’s
program and the children’s interests. At this time any additional costs to families are taken into
consideration before a decision is made about any charges

e Late collection charge: The approved provider/Committee of Management reserves the right to
implement a late collection charge when parents/guardians are frequently late in collecting a child
from the service. This charge will be set at a level determined by the approved provider/Committee of
Management.

Your child is eligible for the kindergarten fee subsidy:

e if your child identifies as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander (where a child is identified by a
parent, carer or legal guardian as an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander, no verification is
required).

e if your child is identified on their birth certificate as being a multiple birth child (triplets or more).

e if your child holds or has a parent or guardian who holds, one of the following:

- aCommonwealth Health Care Card

- a Commonwealth Pensioner Concession Card

- aDepartment of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or White Card

- Refugee or Asylum Seeker visa (200-204, 786 or 866)

- Bridging visas for any of the above Refugee or Asylum Seeker visas

4. Fundraising and voluntary parent payment/donations

While participation in fundraising/donations is voluntary, the support of every family is encouraged.
Fundraising activities are also an opportunity for families and communities to come together.

Voluntary donations Progress Kindergarten accepts and welcomes donations from families and
community members. These contributions will help enable us to continue to provide a
supportive, high-quality and engaging environment for the children. Any money donated will
go towards expenses such as educational resources, maintenance and programming We
promise that all children will receive the same level of education and care, regardless of any
contributions made by families.

5. Refund of fees
There will be no refund of these fees in the following circumstances:

a child’s short-term illness

public holidays

family holiday during operational times

closure of the service for one or more days when a qualified educator is absent, and a
qualified reliever is not available

o closure of the service for staff training days

o closure of the service due to extreme and unavoidable circumstances.

o O O O

In addition, there will be no refund where a family chooses not to send their child to the program for the
maximum number of hours for which they are enrolled.

6. Support services

Families experiencing financial hardship often require access to family support services. Information on
these services may be available from the kindergarten service provider or alternatively families may
contact the local council.
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7. Notification of fee changes during the year

Fees set for the year would only be reviewed in extraordinary circumstances, for example, if attendance
rates fall below the budget ‘break even’ point. Parents/guardians will be notified one term in advance of
any required fee increase and will be offered the option to request a payment plan.



